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Russia will be allowed to pass through Germany to South-
ampton and Liverpool, on their way to the United States,
who are provided with a passport entitling them to proceed
on their journey through Germany, issued to them only after
having gone through the requisite quarantine at those
stations.

Discussion on Antitoxin.

At a recent meeting of the New York Academy of Medicine
antitoxin was the subject of discussion. The bacteriologist
of the Board of Health read a paper commending the use of
antitoxin, and reporting favourably on the results obtained in
the Contagious Disease Hospital of the Board. The physician
of the hospital reported at length on the use of the remedy,
and gave a summary of the recoveries from its use. A third
paper was devoted to the methods of cultivating the antitoxin,
and interesting instructions were given as to the selection of
the horses best adapted to give an active and reliable agent.
This paper was the more important as the Board is now
authorised to place the remedy on the market. The last
paper was read by the resident physician of the Infant
Asylum, who gave an interesting account of the arrest of an
epidemic of diphtheria in that institution by the general treat-
ment of the patients with antitoxin. In the discussion which
followed one of the visiting physicians of the Contagious
Disease Hospital of the Board of Health stated that he had
witnessed the use of antitoxin and carefully observed its
effects. He asserted very positively that its value was

greatly overrated. In the severe cases he saw no improve-
ments that could not be properly and justly attributable to
the other remedies employed, and the milder cases recovered
in the usual manner. This declaration created a marked
sensation in the large medical audience, and it was apparent
that the question of the actual value of antitoxin was again
relegated to the domain of uncertainty.

To Prevent Blindness.

Laws to prevent ophthalmia neonatorum are being adopted
in many of the United States. The first impulse in that
direction was given by S witz 3rland as early as 1865. It
was enforced by Professor Horner, and as a result no child
has entered the large blind asylum of Zurich who had become
blind since 1865 from this cause. The necessity of
such laws in this country is apparent when I state
that it is estimated that there are upwards of 10, 000 persons
blind from the infection of the eyes at birth. At the Sloane
Maternity in New York, where asepsis is rigidly enforced, no
case of disease of the eyes of the new-born of any severity
has occurred in 4000 births in the last six years. But
outside of well-managed maternities the cases of ophthalmia
neonatorum continue to occur with far too great frequency in
spite of the laws made to prevent the disease. New York has
had a law on this subject in force since 1890, but owing to
the difficulty of enforcing it ophthalmic surgeons report that
there is little diminution of the disease. The only hope of
securing better results must be found in the rigid enforce-
ment of laws regulating the practice of midwifery. This was
done in Switzerland with the results above given.

Obituary.
SIDNEY ROBERTS WEBB, M.D. EDIN.,

OF THE CONGO 13APTIST MISSION.

WE regret to learn of the death, on his voyage home,
of Dr. Sidney Roberts Webb, of the Baptist Congo
Mission. A young medical man of great promise and

geniality, who had profited by the advantages of a public
school education and the subsequent medical course at

Edinburgh University, his prospects at home were of the
highest. But he was moved by the noble compassion which
seeks to carry the best gifts of religion and of science to
those who need them most, and accordingly took an

appointment under the Baptist Mission, but without salary.
He had just completed two years of successful work (in
one day he saw 120 patients) and was returning for his first
furlough, which by the rules of the society is taken at this
early period to prevent the breakdown which is so apt to
follow the first exhausting influence of the climate. So far
as is known, he and his equally brave young wife left in
excellent health, the brief telegram only announcing the fact

of his death on the 12th ult. while on his way home. He
had endeared himself to his colleagues and his patients on
the field, who, with all who knew him, have the comfort of
knowing that his sacrifices were attended with delight to his
own heart, and of believing that goodness and power like his
will find alike reward and scope in some other sphere.

CARL T. THIER3CH,
PROFFE SS0R OF SURGERY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LEIPZIG.

IN the death of Professor Thiersch another of the promi.
nent leaders of German surgery, whose reputations were won
in the campaigns of thirty and forty years ago, has passed
away. Professor Thiersch was born at Munich in 1822 and
had just completed his seventy-fourth year when he died on
the 28th ult. After studying at Berlin, Vienna, and Paris
he obtained his doctorate at Munich, his graduation thesis
being on the Action of Drugs. He engaged as surgeon in
1850 in the 2nd Schleswig-Holstein campaign, when he served
under Stromeyer, whose teaching and example had much
influence on him. From 1848 to 1854 he was prosector in the
Munich Pathological Institute; in 1854 he was appointed Pro-
fessor of Surgery at the University of Erl angen, and was trans.
ferred thence to Leipzig in 1867, where he occupied the
chair of Surgery for twenty-eight years. In the war of 1870
he was consulting surgeon-general to the 12th Army Corps
(Saxon). His writings have not been numerous. Perhaps
the most important was the monograph on Epithelial Cancer
published in 1865, which was marked by great originality and
advanced considerably the histology of epithelioma. His
work upon Skin Grafting is also well known. He contributed
an article to the first volume of the Pitha-Billroth Handbook
of Surgery upon the Minute Anatomical Changes following
Wounds of Soft Parts," another histological study which
opened up new conceptions of the healing of wounds. He
was an earnest follower of the Listerian methods and will
be remembered as a sound surgeon and one who was as
scientific as he was practical.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.-The
deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men are
announced :-Dr. Karl Ludwig, the well known Leipzig Pro.
fessor of Physiology.-Dr. Fano, formerly Professor agrigi
in the Paris Medical School.-Dr. T. Druhen, Honorary
Professor in the Besangon Medical School.-Dr. Adolf Weil,
Teacher of Odontology in the University of Munich.-
Dr. J. R. Taylor, formerly Lecturer in Surgery in the
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York.-Dr. Rydel,
Professor of Ophthalmology in the University of Cracow.

Medical News.
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY.-The following is the

amended notice of the plan for the examinations for medical
and surgical degrees, Easter term, 1895 :&mdash;

FIRST EXAMINATION.
Part I. (Chemistry and Phyysics).-Friday, June 7th, 9 A.M. to 12 A.M
Heat, Electricity and Optics; 2 to 5 P.M: Mechanics and Hydro-
statics. Saturday, June 8th, 9 A.M.: Practical Chemistry, and Oral
Examination in Chemistry and Physics (in the University Labora-
tory). Monday, June 10th, 9 A.1f. to 12 M.: Chemistry; 2 to
5 P.M.: Oral Examination in Physics (for those who do not take
Biology). Tuesday, June llth, 9 A.M.: Oral Examination in
Chemistry and Physics continued. Wednesday, June 12th, 9 A.M.:
Oral Examination in Chemistry and Physics continued.

Part 11. (Elementary Biology).-Monday, June 10th, 2 to 5 P.M.:
Elementary Biology. Friday, June 14th, 9 A.M.: Oral and Practical
Examination in Elementary Biology (in the Biological Laboratory).

SECOND EXAMINATION.
Part I. (Pharmaceutical Chemistry).-Thursday, June 13th, 1.30 to

5.30 P.M.: Practical Examination in Pharmaceutical Chemistry (in
the Chemical Laboratory). Friday, June 14th, 1.30 P.x.: Oral
Examination in Pharmaceutical Chemistry (in the Chemical
Laboratory). Saturday, June 15th, 9 A.M.: Oral Examination in
Pharmaceutical Chemistry, continued.

Part 77. (Human Anatomy and Physiology).-Thursday, June 6tli,
9 A.M. to 12 M.: Human Anatomy, 2 to 5 P.M.: Physiology.
Saturday, June 8th, 9 A.1f.: Practical and Oral Examination ra
Anatomy (in the Anatomical School). Monday, June 10th, 9 ,!.)1,’
Practical and Oral Examination in Physiology (in the Physiological
Laboratory). Tuesday, June llth, 9 A.M.: Practical and Oral
Examination in Physiologv (in the Physiological Laboratory
Fr iday, June 14th, 9 A.M.: Oral Examination in Anatomy iiu t’ne
Anatomical School).

The names of candidates for these examinations mnst be sent
to the registrary (through the pr&aelig;lectors of their respective


